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Made by 88 Rorwarded by flbiestions A 


sir, 


Further to ny report of April 1, and the reiarks of the 


Comiissioner Shexeon, I respectfully beg to lala ne following 


points to your BRET Ey as it avpears to me ‘that the PART EION of 


ae Se e+e in for 1ing a bale is not amend understood. 


whe Pasastelren of & Cerele nian Shae is no ¥ebeBe is a 


fairly straight soicalatiiia job, ilies no doubt could be undertaken 


oy any meppousible poli: e officer wo had esuutnad the necess ary 


date fro:. some rorce alrvady operating one. The fact which 


avyyears to have veen lost sight of is that there has veen a 


Perede wor’ing in the cemere for the past 20 years ane that over 


150, 000 records at present | on filey these will have. to be 


transferred to the Coes 


‘The -‘Tesponsibility for the correct ‘transfer will have ‘to ve 


un. ‘ertexen by a finger print expert and ry ‘think it only fair to 


whoever has to assume that responsivility, that he should be 


allowed to gather his own data otherwise he is imiediately 


working on second hand informa‘ion, which: however accurately it 


may have been gathered is never altozether satisfactory. 


Ae ur, Saker nee no b Spel ees of finger ~rints I cannot see 


it z would much prefer to do so in my owm ways 


Iam, Sir, | 


"Yours obediently, 


Ye Se I. 


D. Ce. (Crime & Special Branches). 


Date April 3, 1931. 
(C. & S B.) Office Notes 


Ce. P. 

Mearly all modern Police Forces have a 
Criminal Record Office where the complete record 
of a prisoner can be turned up quickly. Not all 
Yorces have a Finger Print Bureau but depend on a 
central clearing house like Scotland Yard. The 
S.M.P. have depended on the finger print records and 
the difficulties are mentioned in attached report. 
{ have had this matter in mind for the past year and 
have discussed it on several occasions with Mr. Gerrard 
who considered it essential and wished me to start as 
goon as possible. i have some knowledge of the matter 
myself from what I saw at ‘home’ but not sufficient to 
start an office properly. { therefore recommend that 
S.I. Dickson be granted two weeks extra long leave 
with pay to visit Scotland Yard or any other Police 
Yorce which may be able to help him to obtuin informe 


ation to start a Criminal Record Office here. 
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File No. 


SHANGHAI! MUNICIPAL POLICE. 
: a 2 __. Station, 
$ REPORT 


Subject (in full)... Svesested establishment of a uriminal Records Office _ 
(Hereinafter referred to: as | the C.R.0. ye 


Made a by . du beeen 


Sir, 


Re our conversation on the above subject some time ago I 


bog to put forward the following points for ‘consideration. 


1. The pres ant system of f filing fincer cor print records” with tI the | 


prisoners criminal record on the back causes Tost of the work 


to be done by foreign finger print exports owing 40 the fact 


that the files are numbere} by means of a finger vrint classi- 
fication. 


The finger ceili of prisoners have te be removod “rom . the 


“files sovoral times for additions or aitnpat tone to the 


Grdetnad record on the back and with the large | number of files 


and ‘their complicated nueberinn there is always a Possibility» 


of a record beinn, mislaid. 


If the oriminal record is kept in a seperate filo with an 


“ordinary file number this is not likely to occur. 


with a OR. 0. working finger prints would would | be filed _as at 


_Presont but instead of having the convictions recorded on the 


back, there would merely be a C.R.0O. number and 1 the full record 


of the vcrisoner would be found under this number in the C.R.0., 


thus a . prisoners finger prints once filed would remain in the 
file. 


2, The Identification Records of orienta: j are at ‘present f110ea 


in three different Places according +o whether the prisoners 


sentence has commenced, is awaiting execution order for 


commencement, or is released. = | When hi he is released 1 the iden- 


tification record is filed under ites station and number, thus — 
a prisoner with ten previous convictions has ten identification | 
records in various parts of the storeroom. in the event of | 


information being required by anyone regarding this prisoners 


File No 
“ SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 
_... Station, 
REPORT 
|), | ef!) 
Subject (itt full). oo cose ccm ec AB 
Made by agence OP MAND CI OW bcc at rt 


antecedents, it moans his finger print record has to be 


removed from the files, all his station numbers copied out 


and each record searched for soeparatoly. 


With a U.R.0. all his identification records would bo 


‘containod in his dossier in the C.R. Oe Which could be reached 


in a very fow minutes. 


It must be understo-d that the adoption of a u.R.O. would 
not change the present finger print system but only the 
criminal record ayetom, 


Se _The third reason which r feel justifies the establishment | 


of a Cite O- 18 this:- In the S.-M. Pe. a prisoner on arrest and 


conviction may carry no fowor than seven numbers. relating to 


difforont “branchos, and sections of the sorvigo which may 


have come in contact with him in the course of his imvrison- 


ment viz:- 1) ‘3tation No.5 2) Court iio.; 3) vrime Registor No.; 


4) M0. Hos; 5) Gaol No.; 6) Photo NOw; 7) PLP. B. No.; apart 


SSS 


from an special rogistry numbors which may be Given. So 


far as I aw awarc no office cross-indexes these numbers, so 


— sean em = ee 2s 


__ that they could supply thdr oferonce number of any givon seotion 


which it might be necessary to consult after the prisoner is 


sentenced or released. 


At present the F.P.B. ite working daily with all the sections 


pentioned and it is often found that whilst one se section is in 


—_— 


possession of aerheon particulars and numbers they are not in 


_ Possession of tho data necessary to turn out quickly a file ee 
on the same case in another section. Admittedly the files 


can always be found but often only after considerable rable search. ! 


In a C.R.O. by a simple method of bookkeeping the cross- 
“Aindexing covld be done in such a manner that a few minutes 
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would suffice to give the reference number of any section | 
wanted. 


eee 


a fuller explanation on papor ry without. sontuaine the eat 


Points: which of course must be considered are: 


a) Justification Is the work involved. in orgakising the office 


going to be justified by results t so far as the Pinger — 
Print Bureau se concerned I think it is justified, As 
rogards the C.R. cdel acting as eS clearing house for all 


sections and thee reference numbers, rt think with the 


variety of nurters now in use some such _thing is necessary. 


2) Expense ? This should ‘not | be very considerable, but I_ 


could give: more det etails of thie if allowed t to visit New 


Scotland Yard. 


5) Accomodation Z As for No. 2. 


4) Staff i I should say that no incroase in the — 


iia pert eomenceaee re i eal nic XSS Spd pd eit irae ace aA aE 


foreign staff of the F.P.B. would be nocossary, ‘but addi- 


tional Uhineso staff would be required at least during the 
organisation. 


The details mentioned would have to be zone into more fully 


after first hand information had been secured from some Force 
"which alroady has a Finger Print Bureau and a vriminal Record 
Office working togethor. 


For this purpose I would suggest New Scotland Yard and if 


time and authority be given mo I am quite Willing to visit | 
the Yard and study their system and to forward a detailed 


report from home which, should it be decided to proceed with | 


the scheme, would allow for its inclusion in 1938 estimates. 


Iam, Sir, : 
Yours obediently, 


Dp 8s. I. 


7 y - = . & % “- = Pos < 


D. C. (Crime & Special Pranches) 


